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an autonomous publication, independent of the 
student union. We are a registered society under 
the Society Act of British Columbia, governed by an 
eight-person board of directors appointed by  and 
from our staff. Our head office is located in the New 
Westminster campus.  
The Other Press is published weekly during 
the fall and winter semesters, and monthly during 
the summer. We receive our funding from a 
student levy collected through tutition fees every 
semester at registration, and from local and national 
advertising revenue. The Other Press is a member 
of the Canadian University Press (CUP), a syndicate 
of student newspapers that includes papers from all 
across Canada. 
The Other Press reserves the right to choose 
what we will publish, and we will not publish 
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images used are copyright to their respective 
owners. 
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Can you smell it? With thousands of turkeys (or tofurkeys) ready to roast in our ovens, the air 
seems to have taken on the aroma of Thanksgiving. 
While this might be a comfort to some, Thanksgiving is 
my least-favourite holiday. Coming from a very small 
family, Thanksgiving has always seemed like more of 
a hassle than it’s worth: you spend hours preparing an 
elaborate meal, you eat off of the good china, you wash 
said good china in a two-hour china recovery process, 
then you sit around and try to act extra gracious around 
the same three people you eat with every weekend 
anyways. It’s just too much pressure. And for what?
While it’s obvious to be thankful for things like family, 
friends, food, and home, I think that we too often 
neglect to pay homage to the little things. If we’re lucky 
enough to have life’s necessities taken care of, why 
shouldn’t we take time to be grateful for things that 
we have to fight for in our day-to-day? Take a step up 
Maslow’s pyramid and give props to your creativity, 
your self-esteem, your confidence, your Netflix on 
demand. Even if you can’t find a Hallmark card that 
mentions them, these things are still important to you 
and deserve a little credit.
That’s why this year I’ll be doing Thanksgiving with 
a twist. Sure, I’ll still show up for the family dinner, 
and I’ll still wash the dishes after. But before the family 
awkward-fest starts, I’m going to take some time for 
myself to be thankful for the other things I care about. 
I’m going to give props to Diet Coke, and pop culture, 
and poetry; I’m going to feast on cheap-and-easy Lean 
Cuisines and then I’m going to clean up by throwing it 
all in the garbage.
Now there’s something to be thankful for.
Thanks for 
something
Sharon Miki
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By Sophie Isbister, 
Staff Writer
Last Tuesday, the New Westminster BC Liberal 
Riding Association held the 
first event in the campaign 
to elect Hector Bremner. The 
casual meet-and-greet took 
place at Hops Pub, centrally 
located underneath the 
New Westminster SkyTrain 
Station.
In an informal speech, 
Bremner stated his desire 
to shake things up in 
New Westminster—“I’m 
running for office not 
because I want to play 
the old partisan games. 
I don’t want politics as 
usual.” Bremner went on to 
comment about the current 
state of New Westminster’s 
representation: “We’ve 
had one side of the 
story since 1948, and 
New Westminster’s 
face is changing. And 
it’s time that the face 
of New Westminster’s 
representation in Victoria 
changed too.”
The Other Press had 
a chance to speak briefly 
with the MLA candidate 
shortly after his speech. He 
elaborated on the changing 
face of New Westminster.
 “I was your age 
when I came [to New 
Westminster],” he said. “It 
was really hard to get work 
here and the economy was 
horrible. And in the last 12 
years […] from when I came 
here in 1996 to where it is 
today, heading into 2013, 
[there is a] night and day 
difference.” 
When asked how 
his campaign would 
reach out to students, 
Bremner discussed the 
current stressful climate 
surrounding jobs and 
debt repayment. Bremner 
focused on the BC 
Liberal’s strategy to reduce 
unemployment through 
training in the trades: “Our 
action plan is to put money 
into trades programs. There 
are jobs in this province, 
there are people without 
the skills to do them, so 
what we’re doing is getting 
people into those skills 
training programs and 
getting them into those jobs. 
[Our] opponents are like, 
‘Here’s the money up front, 
you figure it out!’ And that 
doesn’t work.”
Of the several youth in 
attendance, The Other Press 
spoke with Allie Valiente, 
President of the Douglas 
Young Liberals and a former 
Douglas College political 
science student who now 
attends Capilano University. 
Valiente is active on 
Bremner’s campaign, and 
she hopes that Bremner will 
give youth a reason to vote 
in 2013. 
“Hector is just so 
unique in the way that he’s 
young, he’s easy to talk to, 
and things that I have on 
my mind as far as policy 
that I want him to bring 
forward […] I know that 
those policies are going to 
be relatable,” said Valiente.
We also spoke with 
Kevin Romero, the new 
Vice President of the 
Douglas Young Liberals 
club. On the topic of youth 
engagement in politics, 
Romero said “I don’t think 
people realize [that] doing 
this kind of stuff just makes 
you better as a person 
and makes society better.” 
He, like Valiente, views 
Bremner as relatable to the 
youthful population in New 
Westminster. “He’s a young 
guy and he knows his stuff, 
he’s committed, [and] that 
shows you can relate to 
him.”
The social feel of the 
event seemed to match the 
way that Bremner hopes 
to run his campaign. “I’m 
not interested in dogmatic 
politics,” Bremner told 
The Other Press. “I’m not 
interested in [the idea that] 
you have to hate your 
opponent,” he continued. 
“I think the public doesn’t 
need more wedges; they 
need more bridges.”
Douglas hosts notable Welshman
Welsh historian 
Conway Davies 
welcomed by ‘cocoon’ 
community
By Dylan Hackett, 
News Editor
Last Friday, the Laura C. Muir Theatre in New 
Westminster hosted Welsh 
social historian Conway 
Davies for his 3rd annual 
guest lecture. This year, the 
speaker’s featured topic 
was “Crime and Criminality 
in 19th Century Wales.” 
The theatre was packed 
with faculty, students, and 
community members keen 
on what Davies had to offer, 
being a longtime partner 
and guest instructor in 
the five years of Douglas 
College’s own Wales Field 
School program.
“I’m beginning to doubt 
the intellectual capacity of 
some of the audience here 
today. This is the third time 
I’ve spoken here and some 
of you have been out to all 
three,” jested Davies in his 
opening lines.
The lecture focused 
on the negative social 
outcomes of a rapid increase 
in population across South 
Wales, induced by the 
nation’s economic boom-
times.
“Wales of the 19th 
century was not like Wales 
of previous centuries—it 
had changed, as it were, 
in the twinkling of an 
eye. Population grew by 
leaps and bounds. We’re 
looking at half a million in 
the beginning of the 19th 
century, and 2.2 million 
by the end of the 19th 
century,” noted Davies. “In 
the bustling new economy, 
in both industrial and rural 
Wales, there were people for 
who malnutrition, disease, 
crime, and early death 
were each a part of their 
wretched, lost life.”
Notable instances were 
detailed in the lecture, with 
an anecdote from the diary 
of a police officer stationed 
in Carmarthen, home to 
University of Wales, Trinity 
St. David, host school of 
the Wales Field Program, 
portraying the vulgar reality 
of life in the lower crust of 
society.
“On one instance, in 
Carmarthen, on Christmas 
Eve, there was a furious 
battle in the streets between 
prostitutes and their 
pimps,” spoke Davies. A 
prostitute was arrested in 
the fray and sentenced to a 
period of hard labour.
Juvenile criminality was 
noted in the lecture to have 
been a major problem in 
Welsh society, with drunken 
and destitute parents 
becoming dependent 
on their children’s 
illicit means of living. A 
primary source offering 
evidence of this described 
a gang of preteen children 
with gang nicknames 
such as “Thunderbolt” 
and “Fireball.” Davies 
explained how the 
gradual implementation of 
educational infrastructure 
helped in mending the 
social ailments in 18th 
century Welsh society.
Davies spoke to The 
Other Press at the reception 
following his lecture and 
remarked on his relationship 
with the students and 
faculty he acquaints with at 
Douglas.
“I feel a part of the 
fabric of Douglas. It’s a 
cocoon that I come to. I 
recharge my batteries, meet 
friends, make new friends, 
and may it continue!”
BC Lib’s Bremner is hopping at Hops in New West
Hector Bremner | Photo courtesy of James Prevette/onsombilongallery.com
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‘We are not passive 
receptacles, we are 
not handmaids, we are 
human beings’
By Joel MacKenzie, 
Staff Writer
On Tuesday, September 25, supporters 
of women’s abortion 
rights rallied outside the 
Vancouver Art Gallery in 
response to motion M-312.
The motion was created 
by Conservative MP 
Stephen Woodworth, who 
proposed the creation of a 
committee set to re-examine 
the point at which foetuses 
should be considered 
persons under Canadian 
law. The motion received 
little support from MPs, and 
was defeated on September 
26 by a 91–203 vote. But 
its existence still proved a 
threat to women’s ability 
to legally have abortions, 
an issue that, since 1988, 
Canada has had no law 
regulating.
The rally included 
female speakers from a 
range of ages, including 
ones representing The BC 
Federation of Labour, the 
Abortion Rights Coalition 
of Canada, and the SFU 
Women’s Center. Many 
were dressed in radical 
handmaid costumes, 
reflective of characters 
from Margaret Atwood’s 
The Handmaid’s Tale, a 
dystopian novel depicting 
women as subjugated by 
men in society. The group 
spoke to a crowd of men 
and women supporters.
Irene Lanzinger, 
with the BC Federation 
of Labour, blamed Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper 
for allowing this debate to 
continue, despite promising 
to not re-open it during 
his election campaign. “I 
thought we had the right 
over our own choice,” 
said Lanzinger during 
an interview. “We’re not 
turning back the clock on 
women’s rights,” she said in 
her speech.
The female speakers 
shared their experiences 
with abortion and their 
feelings about being denied 
something they consider a 
basic right, in some cases, 
by men. Speaker Susan 
Spratt, the Western Regional 
BC and Alberta director for 
the Canadian Auto Workers, 
said that in 1971, at the 
age of 17, she was denied 
the right to an abortion by 
a panel of men because 
they determined that she 
“looked” healthy enough to 
give birth. Many expressed 
feelings of oppression from 
the government who they 
consider to have no right, 
as speaker Zanib Ghlayem 
said during an interview, 
to “get involved in my own 
body.” 
Joyce Arthur, founder 
and executive director 
of the Abortion Rights 
Coalition of Canada, said in 
her speech, “this is not an 
issue about abortion, this 
is an issue about choice—a 
woman’s right to choose.” 
She continued, “we don’t 
need separate protection 
for foetuses because we can 
trust pregnant women to 
make the best decisions for 
themselves, their families, 
and their pregnancy.”
Some, including SFU’s 
Dr. Suzana Kovacic, alleged 
that the bill had nothing 
to do with abortion rights, 
and that, more importantly, 
the motion would serve 
to create discussion on the 
definition of human life and 
its beginning. Questions 
did appear to hint at the 
motion affecting the ability 
to have an abortion, though, 
as it asked what the “legal 
impacts and consequences” 
on the “rights of a child 
before the moment of 
complete birth.”
The motion did receive 
a lot of support both from 
Conservative MPs, and 
allegedly from Canadians 
in general. Eighty-seven 
of the votes supporting 
the motion came from the 
Conservatives, the majority 
of the 163-member Caucus. 
And in a press conference 
following the vote, 
Woodworth commented 
that the government 
received massive amounts 
of mail in support of the 
motion. 
Woodworth also added, 
“this issue was never 
closed, it’s not closed now 
and will never be closed if 
we in Parliament continue 
to stick our collective head 
in the sand.”
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Christy Clark’s BC Liberal party suffered 
another blow last week with 
the resignation of chief of 
staff, Ken Boessenkool. The 
former senior policy advisor 
to Stephen Harper tendered 
his letter of resignation after 
his role in an “incident of 
concern” was investigated.
In his letter to Clark, 
Boessenkool said, “Earlier 
this month I was involved 
in an incident where I 
acted inappropriately. 
I was wrong, regretted 
my behaviour very 
much and immediately 
and unconditionally 
apologized.” 
Boessenkool noted that 
he now had the chance to, 
“be with my family,” in his 
letter.
He finished with, “I 
have been very proud to 
be at your side and proud 
of what I helped the team 
accomplish. Nothing 
should stand in the way of 
your successful leadership 
and the accomplishments 
of your government in 
creating jobs and making 
family life affordable.”
The “incident of 
concern” allegedly took 
place at a Victoria bar and 
involved Boessenkool 
and a female staffer. 
Clark, however, declined 
to comment on the exact 
nature of the episode, 
leaving it at, ”There has 
been no suggestion of any 
criminal conduct in this at 
all.”
Despite knowing 
about the incident for a 
couple of weeks, Clark 
kept Boessenkool on the 
job until the investigation 
was completed. When the 
topic of why she didn’t 
suspend Boessenkool for 
the duration of the process 
came up, Clark stated that, 
“I think an employer has 
a duty to gather the facts 
before letting someone go. 
Everything that was done, 
was done absolutely to the 
letter.
“After the investigation 
was done and I was 
presented with all the facts, 
I had a decision to make 
and I made that decision.”
Taking over as chief 
of staff is a former deputy 
minister of highways and 
chairman of BC Hydro, Dan 
Doyle. Doyle is Clark’s third 
chief of staff in 18 months, 
following Boessenkool’s 
dismissal after only eight.
Clark attempted to 
focus on the positives by 
bringing up Doyle’s resume, 
saying “he has about 36 
years of unblemished 
public service to the people 
of British Columbia. He’s 
helped deliver some of 
the biggest projects in the 
history of our province, 
including the Pacific 
Gateway, including the 
Olympics.
“It’s good news that 
someone of this calibre 
is going to be joining our 
team in making sure we 
are remaining focused 
100 per cent on creating 
jobs in British Columbia 
and strengthening our 
economy.”
Passion and outrage at pro-choice rally
BC Liberal chief of staff resigns
The ‘incident of concern’ allegedly took place at a Victoria bar 
and involved Boessenkool and a female staffer.
Ken Boessenkool | Photo courtesy of Mike Carroccetto/Postmedia News
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Green Day grows old in 
three chords
By Elliot Chan, Contributor
Punk: Green Day was once the genre’s semi-
questionable idol. After 24 
years, eight studio albums, 
and one Tony award-
winning musical, it’s hard 
to distinguish which anti-
establishment act they stand 
for today. 
So it should be of 
note that on September 
22, three days before the 
release of their ninth album, 
¡Uno!, frontman Billie Joe 
Armstrong ended a set in 
Las Vegas abruptly when 
a LCD monitor at the back 
of the venue signaled them 
to wrap-up 20 minutes 
early. Armstrong was 
outraged, smashing his 
guitar after a cuss-filled 
tirade and claimed that he 
was mistaken for Justin 
Bieber. Whether he made 
the statement out of anger, 
intoxication, or humour, 
the fact was that the aging 
rocker was concerned with 
usurping artists and the 
fading limelight.  
Song titles from ¡Uno! 
such as “Nuclear Family,” 
“Carpe Diem,” and 
“Sweet 16” all hearken the 
adolescent golden years. 
The daunting prospect of 
time weighs heavily on 
these unruly musicians, and 
it translates to the music. 
Such can be heard on “Kill 
the DJ,” their second single 
off the album, which adapts 
a danceable beat intended 
for the dominant pop-
loving demographic. 
Meanwhile, mainstream 
America is having an 
obsession with trilogies. 
From films to books to 
albums, producing a series 
in three parts has recently 
gone from risky business 
venture into guaranteed 
success. But Green Day does 
not see their new collection 
as another commercial 
bandwagoner. ¡Uno! 
released on September 
25, ¡Dos! is set to release 
on November 13, and the 
final installment ¡Tré! will 
be available on January 15, 
2013, apparently taking 
inspiration not from the 
contemporary, but from the 
classic Van Halen trilogy, 
Van Halen I, II, and III 
(1978–1998). 
While other aging punk 
bands (such as Bad Religion 
and Rancid) try to sustain 
solely on their organic style, 
Green Day dares to explore 
new avenues. After all, they 
were the band to create the 
critically acclaimed rock 
opera American Idiot back in 
2004. They are not afraid to 
veer from convention, but 
conforming is what they’ll 
have to do now to endure 
the ride over the hill. 
But many 
genres allow artists 
to survive well 
into their sonority 
seniority. Look at 
71-year-old Bob Dylan, 
who released his 35th 
album Tempest just this 
month.
Should they make the 
attempt, Green Day would 
not be the first artist to jump 
genres to avoid extinction. 
For example, Kid Rock, 
despite what you might 
believe, was smart enough 
to go from rap to country in 
order to find an accepting 
(and yes, existing) audience.
Over the years, Green 
Day’s persona has evolved 
from angsty shenanigans 
to political objectors; but 
their music is a reflection 
of what they are. So what 
exactly are they now? A day 
after the incident in Vegas, 
Armstrong checked himself 
into rehab for substance 
abuse. In a statement 
afterward, the band 
apologized to the promoters 
and any fans that had been 
offended. It was punk rock 
suicide. 
The bad press 
and concert 
cancellations are 
devastating 
blows, but 
nothing 
new in 
the music 
industry. 
After all, 
the ‘live fast, die 
young’ mentality 
only works for 
those committed to 
dying young. The 
band is faced with 
a midlife crisis. 
If Green Day is 
aiming to be the 
Rolling Stones 
of punk 
rock, than 
something’s gotta give. 
Otherwise, expect an early 
retirement plan for those 
prolific punk rockers.
The punk rock pension
Over the years, Green Day’s persona has 
evolved from angsty shenanigans to political 
objectors; but their music is a reflection of what 
they are. So what exactly are they now? 
Dear Editor, 
 
My boyfriend and I are coming up on our two-year, and I 
want to do something special for him. I've been looking for 
tips in magazines like Cosmo, but I f ind their activities to 
be unrealistic. Do you have any tips for a saucy two-year 
anniversary night? 
 
- Laura Palmer
Dear Laura,
I’ve always been a big fan of Cosmo’s sex tips—I find them to 
be incredibly realistic and reasonable. The thing is, most men 
don’t know what they what, so it’s best to just surprise them! 
For your romantic evening, greet him at the door naked, but 
covered from head to toe in mayonnaise. Then, have him lay 
down on the floor and pinch him all over with tweezers: if he 
cries out, that means he likes it. Happy anniversary!
- XOXO Editor
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By Elliot Chan, Contributor 
If the fleeting moments of summer could be 
captured on an album, then 
Matt & Kim have done the 
job. The indie-pop duo’s 
fourth album, Lightning, 
came out on October 2—
just in time to help you 
cope with the looming 
monotonous seasons ahead. 
Those familiar with 
Matt Johnson and Kim 
Schifino’s earlier works will 
know their music arouses 
the body, forcing you onto 
your feet, and percolating 
the senses to dance. You 
could resist it, but sitting 
still through a whole song 
is like holding in a sneeze, 
something they’ve managed 
to accomplish yet again on 
this album.
In fact, Matt & Kim 
bring all the elements 
we love back into their 
new album. That said, 
their lack of risk-taking 
can’t be ignored. There is 
something about Lightning 
that just didn’t spark me 
the same way their last 
album Sidewalks (2010) did. 
I feel like I am arriving at 
the same party, with all the 
same people, and talking 
about all the same things. 
Regardless of the 
party’s familiarity, if you 
let loose, then you’ll have 
a good time. But the songs 
are not all fun and games; 
most of the lyrics derive 
from nostalgia. Their eighth 
track, “I Wonder” contains 
such savory lines as, 
“Maybe (maybe) I’ll learn 
all I need to know from 
bottles and their broken 
glass/ Maybe (maybe) 
these streets were my 
teachers and I sat in back of 
class.” Then there is their 
harmonized finale, “Ten 
Dollars I Found,” which has 
a melancholy overtone as 
they begin fading out: “I’ll 
buy the next round, with 10 
dollars I found.”
Like the memories of 
summer, Lightning is short 
and sweet, containing 10 
songs and, as usual, just 
surpassing 30 minutes. 
By Sophie Isbister, 
Staff Writer
A new Mountain Goats album—in this case, 
this week’s release of 
Transcendental Youth—is 
like a bathtub you want to 
lay in, turn the water on 
to a trickle, and feel the 
warmth patiently rise up 
to your neck, engulfing 
you in a body temperature 
wholeness from which you 
have no desire to escape.
At least that’s how I 
feel as I grapple with the 
challenge of reviewing 
The Mountain Goats’ 14th 
full-length album (their 
second on Merge records). 
I won’t be coy; let me make 
it perfectly clear that I 
love this album. Darnielle 
blogged about the making 
of this album a while back, 
holding his newborn baby 
in one arm while creating 
melodies on the piano with 
the other. There’s a resulting 
tenderness in the music 
on Youth, which belies the 
not-so-soft meaning of the 
album. Darnielle says in his 
blog, about parenting and 
songwriting: 
“[W]hat am I going to 
do, suddenly start writing 
songs about cute things 
instead of songs about how 
to wrest cries of triumph 
from the screaming places?”
Transcendental Youth 
proves this statement true 
and shows that fatherhood 
hasn’t changed Darnielle’s 
spare-yet-vivid lyricism one 
bit.
As a concept, the album 
works perfectly. Songs like 
“Cry for Judas” and “The 
Diaz Brothers” have great 
standalone potential and a 
solid rock sound, whereas 
other tracks, like the title 
track and “White Cedar,” 
have a more contemplative 
and mellow feel.
The album is for 
people like us: Pacific 
Northwesterners caught 
in cities like Seattle, 
Vancouver, or Portland. 
Cities of gloom, of trees, 
of perpetual umbrellas, 
stunted snow banks, and 
dreary drizzle. Darnielle 
heard the voice of a person 
like that and wrote an 
album for him, for the 
person struggling to stay 
afloat, but always seeking 
hope.
Maybe parenthood has 
made him harder; made 
him dig deep and tackle the 
very internal and personal 
concepts that make us 
human, and make us yearn 
to foster and grow another 
human.
‘Lightning’ strikes, but it’s not ‘Grand’
Embracing the ‘Transcendental Youth’
The album is for people like us: Pacific Northwesterners 
caught in cities like Seattle, Vancouver, or Portland. 
Cities of gloom, of trees, of perpetual umbrellas, 
stunted snow banks, and dreary drizzle. 
Matt and Kim| Photo courtesy of www. myspace.com/mattandkim
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Where Joe ends up, 
nobody knows
By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
Take beloved action star Bruce Willis, indie 
darling Joseph Gordon-
Levitt (JGL), and there’s a 
90 per cent chance you’re 
in for a good time. So it 
should be little surprise 
that the reviews for their 
new film Looper have 
exceeded the 90 per cent 
mark on review site Rotten 
Tomatoes.
Looper is a sci-fi action 
film about time travelling 
that takes a surprising 
turn into existentialism. 
Sporting Willis-like facial 
prosthetics, JGL stars as 
Joe, a young assassin in 
the year 2044. Further 
out, time travel has been 
invented, but since the act 
is illegal, “loopers” are 
hired by mafia in secret to 
kill mystery men who will 
cause problems for them 
in the future. However, 
these loopers are also 
signing away their lives, 
and it’s destined that they 
will have to eventually kill 
their future selves—in this 
case, JGL’s Joe unto Willis’ 
Joe. When this day comes 
for young Joe, he makes 
the mistake of letting his 
target escape. From here, 
things only become more 
complicated than one could 
have possibly imagined.
The film provides 
some rather thought-
provoking material. Old 
Joe has made a life for 
himself, with a woman 
whom he never thought 
could love him, and he 
would do anything—and 
kill anyone—for her. Young 
Joe however repeatedly 
tells his older self that they 
are not the same person; 
the choices Old Joe has 
made are, for all Young 
Joe knows, not the same 
ones he himself will make. 
Every new experience the 
younger has that Old Joe 
didn’t, his memories are 
affected by it. This poses 
the belief that nothing is set 
in stone—in the world of 
Looper, or even our own.
One thing to note is 
that everything we’ve seen 
in the trailers up to now 
merely covers the first 
third of the film. Our two 
protagonists go through a 
great deal of life-altering 
experiences once they’ve 
crossed paths—experiences 
that prove to create some 
immensely disturbing 
content for viewers.
I won’t give anymore 
away, but I will say of all 
the films I’ve seen this year, 
Looper is the absolute best 
thus far.
What fall sweeps have 
to offer
By Lauren Paulsen, 
Contributor
The last week of September ended with 
a bunch of brand new 
shows:  11 to be exact. I 
found myself sick in bed, so 
besides keeping up with my 
reading assignments, I had 
lots of time to check out the 
week’s array of pilots.
Something that has 
been fairly consistent is 
the surprising amount of 
“fairly average” shows.  
They aren’t great, and 
yet definitely aren’t bad. 
In general, I think most 
of them have potential, 
depending on where the 
stories go, such as with 
my previous reviews of 
shows The New Normal and 
The Mob Doctor. This week 
hasn’t been any different, 
but there are a few shows 
that stuck out that I thought 
deserved some attention.
First off is The 
Neighbors, a comedy where 
a new family moves in 
to a community of aliens 
posing as humans. Despite 
its immense cheesiness, 
the show had my family 
laughing at the antics, such 
as the unique greeting 
the aliens gave their new 
neighbors. The problem 
with this show, however, is 
that it is a tad more juvenile, 
so I can see it getting old 
before the season is even 
finished.
An interesting show 
that I was looking forward 
to was one called The Last 
Resort.  This one starts off 
with a navy crew aboard 
a large submarine that is 
given the order to shoot 
nuclear missiles at Pakistan. 
They question the orders 
because they come through 
a less-secure secondary line 
instead of the primary line, 
even though D.C. has not 
fallen, and because they 
have not been told they 
are at war. Several minutes 
later, while they await a 
confirmation through the 
primary line, an American 
missile is shot at them. They 
survive, but now they are 
on the run from their own 
country.
Some of the ideas 
presented in The Last Resort 
might be a little far-fetched, 
such as the crew taking 
a whole island for their 
refuge—assuming this is 
no Lost or even Gilligan’s 
Island—but the constant 
threat of death and war 
leave you on the edge of 
your seat and wanting 
more.
There are also two new 
shows that share a similar 
theme: Elementary and 
Vegas. They both focus on 
teams solving crimes, but 
while Elementary is about 
a modern-day Sherlock 
Holmes (following the 
success of BBC’s Sherlock 
and changing things up by 
casting Lucy Liu as a female 
Watson), Vegas is about 
a rancher named Ralph 
Lamb (played by Dennis 
Quaid) who becomes a 
sheriff in 1960s Las Vegas. 
Both are quite intriguing, 
and I definitely recommend 
them to anyone who enjoys 
a good crime drama or 
mystery show.
If none of September’s 
pilots appeal to you, don’t 
despair! There are more 
to come in the following 
months. Two that I 
recommend looking out 
for are the new Beauty and 
the Beast remake, which is 
loosely based on the 1987 
CBS series, and Arrow, an 
adaptation of the Green 
Arrow which focuses on 
a wealthy playboy who 
becomes a vigilante crime 
fighter by night—not ninja-
like Bruce Wayne, but 
archer Oliver Queen. Beauty 
and the Beast will take a 
look at a person’s actions 
rather than their physical 
beauty, while following 
the immense success of 
Smallville (both on the 
CW), Arrow will look into a 
darker side of the famed life 
of a superhero.
‘Round and ‘round the ‘Looper’ goes
Big things for the small screen
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25th Vancouver Writers 
Fest comes to town
By Eric Wilkins, Staff 
Writer
Are you an avid reader? Or perhaps an aspir-
ing writer (might I suggest 
checking out The Other 
Press)? Then the event for 
you is right around the cor-
ner! From October 16 to 21, 
scores of authors will flock 
to our beautiful city for the 
25th Vancouver Writers Fest 
(formerly the Vancouver 
International Writers Festi-
val). These six days of liter-
ary bliss are set to take place 
on Granville Island and will 
be jam-packed with over 70 
events. 
The festival seeks to 
engage its audience through 
a series of interviews, panel 
discussions, readings, and 
much, much more. In an 
effort to attract people of all 
ages, the festival has created 
several events specifically 
for younger audiences. 
From the predictably titled 
“Kid Stuff” (Kindergarten 
to grade three), to “Books 
to TV and Back Again” 
(grades 8-12), to the more 
refined sessions, the festival 
promises to have something 
for everyone. 
However, if star power 
is what you’re looking 
for, then you won’t be 
disappointed. Celebrated 
Canadian author Margaret 
Atwood is due to make 
several appearances at the 
festival. The former Arthur 
C. Clarke Award-winner 
will be featured in “Beyond 
Survival,” “What If?,” and 
“A Tribute To Patrick Lane.” 
Well-known British novelist 
Martin Amis, author of 
Money: A Suicide Note 
(1984), will be on hand to 
talk about his latest book, 
Lionel Asbo: State of England 
on the Sunday just before 
the start of the festival. 
Also featured as one of 
the main attractions is 
International IMPAC Dublin 
Literary Award winner, 
Alistair MacLeod. The 
Saskatchewan-born writer 
took home the prestigious 
prize for his novel No 
Great Mischief (1999), and 
was commissioned by 
the Vancouver Writers 
Fest to pen a short story 
in commemoration of its 
25th anniversary, which 
he will read from in 
“Remembrance.”
But the show doesn’t 
stop there. There are 
literally dozens of authors 
not on the front page who 
are more than capable in 
their own write. Fans of the 
young adult Silverwing Saga 
series will be pleased to see 
Governor General’s Award-
winning author, Kenneth 
Oppel, present for “Flights 
of Fantasy” and “Stars 
Aligned” panels. Another 
notable is Douglas College’s 
own recently published 
author, John Vigna, whose 
book Bull Head was released 
in September—Vigna will 
take to the stage in “Life 
Stories” and “All in the 
Family.”
The festival closes 
with an appearance by the 
renowned environmentalist 
David Suzuki in “The State 
and Fate of this Small Blue 
Planet,” with another one of 
the world’s finest scientists, 
Tim Flannery.
While some tickets are 
sold out already, there are 
still many left for other 
wonderful panels. For more 
information, go to www.
writersfest.bc.ca and check 
it out!
Step write up!
The festival seeks to engage its audience through a series 
of interviews, panel discussions, readings, and much, much 
more. 
Kenneth Oppel | Photo courtesy of Kennet Oppel Margaret ATwood| Photo courtesy of www.whattodowaterloo.com David Suzuki| Photo courtesy of Todd Korol/Reuters
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By Marion Benkaiouche — 
The Ubyssey (University of 
British Columbia)
VANCOUVER (CUP) — 
A new HIV prevention 
initiative pioneered by a 
UBC researcher seeks to 
expand HIV testing beyond 
only at-risk communities, 
focusing instead on those 
who are at a low risk of 
infection or believe that 
they are HIV-negative.
“We’re trying to take the 
stigma out of the equation,” 
explains Dr. Julio Montaner, 
director of the B.C. Centre 
for Excellence and head of 
the AIDS division in the 
UBC Faculty of Medicine. 
“We no longer want to 
target HIV testing to people 
who are at risk, because 
we’ve done that already. 
We want to confirm that 
99 plus per cent of society 
is negative, but help those 
who don’t know their status 
or are unsuspecting and 
help them get access to 
proper treatment.”
Montaner intends to 
test the general public on 
a strictly voluntary basis. 
The program uses a rapid-
result test that takes only 
60 seconds to determine a 
patient’s status; if the result 
is positive, this is confirmed 
by a second test run in a full 
lab. Anyone who has been 
sexually active in the last 
five decades could be at risk 
for the disease, he said.
Various rapid-testing 
clinics have sporadically 
offered the 60-second test 
on UBC campus, but UBC 
Student Health Services 
currently only offers the full 
lab HIV test with a longer 
wait.
Reactions across UBC 
varied; many students had 
no qualms about taking 
or retaking an HIV test. 
Angus Chak, a third-year 
Commerce student, was 
unsure whether he would 
take the test: “I don’t know 
if I would take the test. 
Maybe, probably. Probably 
would. I don’t [know] for 
sure.”
Testing costs would be 
subsidized by Vancouver 
Coastal Health. Montaner 
argues that the cost of 
testing should pay for itself 
in the future by making sure 
HIV-positive people begin 
treatment early.
An earlier program 
involved giving the rapid 
HIV test to 20,000 patients 
at St. Paul’s Hospital, 
Vancouver General Hospital 
and other Vancouver 
clinics. Patients visiting for 
a non-HIV/AIDS related 
complaint were offered 
a rapid HIV test, and 97 
per cent accepted. While 
acceptance was high, “the 
rate of offer was less than 
50 per cent,” reported Dr. 
Montaner. “Doctors or 
nurses didn’t have the time 
or the confidence to [offer 
the test].”
According to Montaner, 
21 per cent of HIV-positive 
individuals are unaware of 
their status, and infected 
people who don’t know 
their status account for 54 
per cent of new infections. 
“If we could test everybody 
in British Columbia today, 
we could potentially 
find 3,500 HIV-positive 
individuals and virtually 
end HIV transmission in the 
province,” said Montaner.
“We’re trying to use 
BC as a testing ground for 
how far we can push the 
envelope and eradicate this 
epidemic,” said Montaner. 
“People infected with HIV 
need treatment. Full stop.”
By Sophie Isbister, 
Staff Writer
September 25 was my birthday, and it was the 
first year out of the past 
six that my personal day 
of honour wasn’t publicly 
recognized on social media. 
When I started this 
experiment, I didn’t really 
put a lot of thought into 
the timing of it. Sure, 
I acknowledged that 
my birthday would fall 
mid-experiment. I even 
recognized that if I wanted 
to have a halfway decent 
birthday party, I couldn’t 
just throw together a 
Facebook event and watch 
people RSVP. What I didn’t 
account for was the actual, 
visceral sadness that I 
would experience upon 
realizing that there would 
be a 2012-shaped gap in 
my timeline of “Happy 
Birthday!” greetings on the 
social network.
The giant narcissist that 
dwells within me usually 
relishes this time of year. 
Despite the fact that the 
usual Facebook birthday 
greeting comes from an 
acquaintance who wouldn’t 
know your birthday if it 
wasn’t shoved in their 
face, it’s nice to see such an 
outpouring. People by the 
hundreds all writing words, 
just for me! So I guess it’s 
understandable that the 
little ego-monster in my 
guts started spewing acid 
once it realized it was going 
to miss out on its yearly 
feel-goodery fest.
While I am arguably the 
most brilliant person to ever 
do a Facebook-related social 
experiment, I am definitely 
not the first. David Plotz 
at Slate.com conducted 
a similar but inverse 
experiment in the summer 
of 2011— instead of having 
no Facebook birthday, he 
had three in the span of six 
weeks.  Plotz discovered 
that the urge to bestow 
meaningless platitudes on 
the birthday boy-or-girl 
is so rote that he received 
multiple birthday greetings 
from the same people, even 
worded almost exactly the 
same each time. He equates 
this knee-jerk greeting with 
a social media user’s desire 
to create “social capital,” 
a kind of you-scratch-my-
back-I’ll-scratch-yours of 
friendly greetings.
I don’t disagree with 
Plotz’s findings. Mine were 
similar. I received a handful 
of personal text messages 
from people who I consider 
to be my close friends, 
including my mother, my 
significant other, my best 
friend, and her fiancé. I only 
got a dozen greetings this 
year instead of the usual 
dozen-squared. But each 
greeting was remembered. 
Each person who wished 
me a happy birthday did 
it because their brain told 
them to, not a faceless 
website. When I think about 
that, it feels good. But I still 
won’t forget my initial trip 
to desolation station.
Next week on Social 
Media Detox: I ask 
my boyfriend to check 
Facebook for me to see if 
there’s anything to do on 
Saturday night. He says, 
“That’s cheating, and you’d 
better tell the newspaper 
that you asked me to do 
this.” He’s so right, and 
I’m so bad! Stay tuned for a 
guide on how to stay social 
without a technological 
lifeline.
UBC researcher hopes to take the stigma out of HIV testing
How to tell if your friends really love you
College Cooking short: 
Mashed cauliflower recipe
Looking to try something new this Thanksgiving? Mashed cauliflower is just like mashed potatoes, but 
with about a fifth of the calories, a higher concentration 
of protein to carbohydrates, and more vitamin C.
Steam about a head of cauliflower, broken into 
pieces, until soft. Blend or mash with between two 
tablespoons to a ¼ cup of milk (almond or soy milk work 
too), a clove of garlic, and a tablespoon of olive oil, until 
smooth. Also try adding a little bit of chicken or mock-
chicken bouillon, crushed pepper, or dried thyme.
Set it, and forget it. Then eat it.
With files from Joel MacKenzie
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Weird, quirky labels for 
weird, quirky bottles
By Laurel Borrowman, 
Life & Style Editor
There are many reasons one may choose to 
buy a particular beer. It 
may be cheap. It may taste 
delicious. You may have 
lost a bet and owe your 
buddy a six-pack. You may 
be experimenting with 
autumnal cooking that 
requires a brew or two to 
give the recipe that missing 
zing-pow. Here’s another 
good reason: the label looks 
goddamn cool. 
While we may have 
been taught not to judge 
a book by its cover, here’s 
one instance where I 
recommend saying phooey 
to that. There’s a recent 
trend with craft brewers 
that’s decorating shelves 
in an oddball way, and 
making for some pretty 
great conversation pieces 
at the same time. From 
laser-beam-eyed bears to 
sparkly unicorns, breweries 
like Phillips and Parallel 49 
have got a bunch of brews 
that not only taste delicious, 
but will also easily fill that 
awkward silence when you 
run out of witty remarks to 
woo that hottie at your next 
house party.
Here are three I’ve laid 
my eyes on recently:
Phillips White Unicorn: 
This white IPA is nothing 
short of magical, both inside 
and out. Legend goes, it’s 
“best enjoyed while riding 
a mystical mono-horned 
laser beast, racing through 
the galaxy to the sonic 
backdrop of screaming 
metal guitars.” How can 
one argue with that? This 
6.5% brew is smooth, 
hoppy, easy-drinking, and 
fantasmagorically fun to 
look at.
Parallel 49 Old Boy Ale: 
Not only is this beer 
actually ridiculously good-
tasting, the label is also 
hilariously entertaining. 
Never before has a mug of 
beer been personified so 
well. It’s true, you could put 
a mustache and a monocle 
on almost anything and it 
would be instantly funnier, 
but the character on this 
label also sports a cane, top 
hat, and a face that looks 
wise beyond his years. Old 
Boy takes jaunty to a whole 
new level.
Phillips Pandamonium, 
The 11th Hour Anniversary 
Ale: Last year, Phillips 
celebrated their tenth 
birthday by crafting a 
special 10 per cent double 
IPA. So for its eleventh 
birthday, how better could 
they celebrate than upping 
the ante? They brewed the 
Pandamonium 11th Hour 
Anniversary ale, an 11 per 
cent IPA clad by a laser-
beam-eyed, city-ravaging, 
snarly-mouth panda bear 
label. That’s the only way to 
celebrate such an occasion. 
It’s hoppy. It’s strong as 
heck. It’s got a King Kong-
mimicking panda bear on 
the label. ‘Nuff said.
Beers that make you go, ‘Whaaa?’
Unrealistic 
expectations can ruin 
your life out of home
By Glauce Fleury, 
Contributor
When you move to another country 
and decide to live in a 
homestay, it’s important 
to know what to expect 
to be sure it is the best 
option. “Students shouldn’t 
go into a homestay 
placement with unrealistic 
expectations,” suggests 
Jenny Shin, Douglas’ 
International Academic 
Advisor, previously in 
charge of the International 
Student Life Program. “The 
families aren’t there to be 
a chauffeur, or maid, or to 
cater to the student’s needs 
24 hours a day.”
Hearing this might be 
hard, but useful. In this 
sense, Aleksandra Sorokina, 
a Hospitality Management 
student at Douglas, chose 
the safer path. “I didn’t 
know what to expect, 
so I just came and took 
everything as it was.” It’s 
been three months since she 
started living at a homestay, 
and she’s enjoyed most of 
her days.
The cultural shock, 
however, is usually present, 
regardless of how open-
minded the student is. For 
Yuko Naito, who studied 
English in Canada, the 
shock referred to privacy. 
“I’d borrowed my host 
sister’s backpack to go 
camping with them and 
put all my stuff inside, then 
she opened it to look for 
something she had lost, 
without asking me first,” 
she says. She also dealt with 
their tardiness, which isn’t 
common in her Japanese 
culture. “When they said 
we’d leave in 10 minutes, I 
was ready, but I had to wait 
an hour for them.”
In some cases, though, 
the main concern is food. 
“I used to eat only fresh 
food in Russia but, in my 
homestay, they leave food 
for more than one day, so 
it doesn’t taste that great,” 
one student complains. 
The same happened to 
Judith Canos, who lives 
in Spain and is an expert 
in homestays — twice in 
Ireland, twice in England, 
and once in Canada. In 
some of them, the food 
was prepared for a few 
days, and just reheated at 
mealtime. “They didn’t 
even eat with us.”
Upon applying for 
a homestay placement, 
Douglas international 
students receive a sort of 
online brochure which 
makes recommendations, 
such as “students should 
not expect families to 
change their normal 
lifestyle.” Homestay 
newcomers must keep in 
mind that we’re human 
beings, with faults and 
virtues, and a good talk can 
go a long way. I learned 
this myself after three 
homestays.
Seven years ago, I 
dealt with unreasonable 
rules. My host family just 
changed the sheets twice a 
month and I was allowed 
to shower just once a day 
for no more than seven 
minutes. Tricky? No. I 
argued that habit was a 
question of good hygiene to 
me, but I heard, “Brazilians 
shower a lot because Brazil 
is hot and Canada is not.” 
I told them I would move, 
and then the rules changed.
According to Shin, 
students shouldn’t be afraid 
to discuss their problems 
with the family. However, 
if they are unsure of how 
to address their questions, 
they should see their 
homestay coordinator 
for advice. “Open 
communication is the key, 
as most problems are really 
minor and can be solved 
just by letting each other 
know what is bothering 
them,” she explains. “They 
should spend some time 
with the family rather than 
keep themselves in their 
rooms.”
After all, experts in 
homestays recommend this 
experience. “Students learn 
a lot, even when bad things 
happen,” says Canos. She 
believes sharing hobbies is 
a way to learn about their 
culture. Naito agrees: “it’s 
important to experience 
their lifestyle.” For Shin, 
the success of a homestay 
placement depends on the 
efforts made by both family 
and student to build a 
friendship.
How to survive in a homestay
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I know the college environment and what expectations 
students bring to the table, and I have experiences in both 
of those worlds that often cross over. It’s great to be able to 
connect to students, or try to with that kind of background.
By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
Now at 31 years strong, the Vancouver 
International Film Festival 
(VIFF) runs from September 
27 to October 12 with 
another year of incredible 
films from around the 
world. Following each 
year’s earth-shattering 
Toronto International Film 
Festival, VIFF offers a much 
more reasonable and just 
as exciting look at what 
continues to make the art of 
film so majestic in stature to 
other mediums.
VIFF 2012 kicked 
off with a bang as Indo-
Canadian director of the 
Academy Award-nominated 
Water (2005) Deepa Mehta 
made a guest appearance at 
this year’s gala opening of 
her new film, an adaptation 
of the 1981 Salman Rushdie 
classic Midnight’s Children. 
The film enters theatres on 
October 26, and while some 
films such as Antiviral and 
Cannes-winner Amour are 
bound to follow suit with 
limited and wide releases 
of their own, part of what 
makes the VIFF experience 
one of kind is that there is a 
good chance you will never 
get to see many of these 
films again—and more 
often than not, one would 
severely be missing out.
Their scarcity is due 
to a number of reasons, 
particularly that the 
majority of these films are 
from other countries, and 
are not likely to receive 
releases outside of their 
own regions beyond the 
festival circuit. One does 
not realize how tight-
knit the film industry 
is until they’ve gone to 
a festival such as VIFF, 
where any film’s chance 
of recognition—deserved 
or otherwise—hangs by a 
thread. One call can literally 
cost a film its chance of 
ever being seen by another 
country, let alone its home 
audience.
So while the fact 
does indeed make VIFF a 
treasure of our own (and 
should hopefully get you 
out to catch a film), the 
other glowing aspect of 
it is the variety. There is 
literally everything one 
can imagine at this film 
festival: breathtaking 
adventures, stunning 
documentaries, heart-
wrenching dramas, steamy 
romances, fucked-up sci-fi 
and horror, animation of all 
kinds—every one of these 
films exists at VIFF, and 
the majority of them are 
actually worth seeing. Yes, 
of course there are the one-
offs we can live without, 
some even the hardcore 
film buffs can spare, but I’m 
happy to say those films are 
in an extreme minority.
Nearly 400 films 
are being shown at 
this year’s VIFF, 
and several have 
guest Q-and-A’s 
by directors, stars, 
and those behind 
the scenes for people 
who are interested 
in producing, editing, 
cinematography, and so on. 
I’m particularly excited for 
a Q-and-A with Brandon 
Cronenberg, who is the 
son of one of Canada’s 
greatest directors (to quote 
the VIFF website, “yes, that 
Cronenberg”); Cronenberg 
will be presenting his 
debut feature Antiviral, a 
Canadian horror, just in 
time for an October release. 
Each day, select 
films will have guests in 
appearance, which I highly 
recommend 
keeping up to date 
with on the website under 
“GuestsàFestival Guests.” 
Besides bragging rights, 
the chance to get insight on 
films from those that are 
closest to their development 
is often an intriguing 
experience.
Also, be sure to keep 
up-to-date by checking out 
the VIFF website for the film 
schedule. As buzz and hype 
accumulate for the truly 
remarkable works, tickets 
begin to disappear. On top 
of that, new films are also 
added 
to the lineup as the 
days pass and deals are 
made.
As I stated before, every 
VIFF experience is a one-
of-a-kind experience. Once 
you step onto Granville 
Street at any point in the 
festival’s time, you can 
instantly feel a change in 
the air, swarming you with 
excitement and wonder as 
to what all those filmgoers 
down the street are going to 
see that day.
Check out the schedule 
at http://www.viff.org/
festival, or pick up a 
program guide downtown 
at the Granville Theatre. 
You won’t know what 
you’re missing until you 
take the time to find out!
There is literally everything one can imagine at this 
film festival: breathtaking adventures, stunning 
documentaries, heart-wrenching dramas, steamy 
romances, fucked-up sci-fi and horror, animation of 
all kinds—every one of these films exists at VIFF, and 
the majority of them are actually worth seeing. 
All you need to 
know about 
VIFF 2012
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Inside the programmer’s studio: interview on the Canadian film selection
In anticipation for VIFF, I got to speak to Canadian Images Associate Programmer Stephanie Damgaard. With the festival 
maintaining such an overwhelming focus on international films, Damgaard took the time to give us her insight on this year’s 
selection of Canadian-specific works.
Other Press: I think a good place 
to start for our readers would be 
if you could describe yourself 
a little. What was the road like 
before VIFF? What was it about 
film that called out to you?
Damgaard: Before I started working 
for VIFF, I was an Art History 
student at UBC, working for an 
academic journal, and volunteering 
at an art gallery. I knew I wanted to 
work in the arts when I graduated, 
and in an organization where 
people were passionate about 
what they were doing. You can't 
complain when you get to go to 
work and watch films!
Every new film, whether it be full-
length or short, has something to 
offer, but were there any Canadian 
films in particular that stood out to 
you this year?
A few very different, but definitely 
must-see films would [include] 
My Father and the Man in Black, a 
truly amazing documentary about 
a son discovering who his father 
was—and the man he worked for, 
Johnny Cash—after his father's 
death. [Others include] Laurence 
Anyways, a visually stunning, epic 
love story by boy-genius director 
Xavier Dolan, The Carbon Rush, 
the shocking and fascinating truth 
about carbon offsetting, and any of 
the Canadian short film programs—
there's always something to love 
in amongst a lineup of short films! 
One short that stood out this year 
was the award-winning Edmond 
Was a Donkey (playing in the 
“Heartbreak” category).
How long does the process of 
selecting films take, and what, 
do you feel, should a film offer to 
make the final cut?
The process takes a couple of 
very intense months for the 
Canadian Images department: 
two programmers and a screening 
committee of 12. Film viewing can 
never be entirely objective, so there 
is a lot of reviewing, note sharing, 
and discussion that takes place 
when making selections we think 
would best suit our program and 
audience. The films are all selected 
for different reasons. Sometimes 
a film has something important 
to say, or maybe it’s formally 
stunning, or evokes a feeling. 
Ultimately, films that are selected 
must stand out from the crowd (of 
about 800 submissions) for the right 
reasons.
What about this year's VIFF do 
you feel separates it from your 
previous years of being involved?
This year it felt like the general 
tone of documentaries shifted—
and in no small part, I think, due 
to the Occupy movement. We 
always have a strong contingent 
of environmental documentary 
films, but where most docs tend 
to focus on important issues (like 
climate change, clean energy, etc.), 
many of this year's films focus on 
larger, sweeping issues. Some great 
examples of this are Rob Stewart's 
new film Revolution (director of 
2007’s Sharkwater), or Velcrow 
Ripper's Occupy Love—both [of 
which] I would highly recommend.
More Than Honey
(Switzerland/Germany/Austria, 2012, 91 
mins, Dir. Markus Imhoof)
This documentary explores in great depth the not-so-
mysterious disappearance of 
various bee species. A number 
of factors, which include the 
manipulative strategies by 
modern-day beekeepers and 
the use of toxic pesticides over a 
length of time, have caused some 
species of bees to become extinct, 
if not dependent on antibiotics. 
With incredible one-of-a-kind 
shots of bee colonies worthy of a 
David Attenborough narration, 
More Than Honey is a bittersweet 
look at what the future holds for 
bees, pollination, and the human 
race.
Additional Screenings: Thursday, 
October 4 @ 6:20 p.m. (Empire 
Granville 3)
Wrinkles 
(Spanish: Arrugas) 
(Spain, 2011, 80 mins, Dir. Ignacio Ferreras)
Based on the Spanish comic book of the same name by 
Paco Roca, we follow protagonist 
Emilio, who upon realizing he 
has Alzheimer’s is placed in a 
retirement home. He befriends 
crook-of-sorts Miguel, who quickly 
shows us that this home will be 
theirs and many others’ final resting 
place. This animated film provides 
an unsettling and heartbreakingly 
realistic look into the subjects that 
line these homes today: unstable 
senior citizens who’ve since been 
forgotten. But with plenty of laughs 
in-between, we also learn that while 
the inevitable is not always ideal, 
we can always trek on.
Additional Screenings: Wednesday, 
October 10 @ 6:45 p.m. (Vancity 
Theatre)
Rust and Bone 
(French: De rouille et d’os) (France/Belgium, 
2012, 120 mins, Dir. Jacques Audiard)
Audiard’s heart-wrenching love story follows Ali (Matthias 
Schoenaerts) and Stephanie 
(Marion Cotillard), both of whom 
are content in their mediocrity. 
After a horrific accident, Stephanie 
struggles more than she’s ever 
had to, and despite his brutish 
behaviour, Ali manages to help her 
along the way. But Ali’s life is a 
crooked one, and while he means 
well, he has difficultly controlling 
his rage, even with his own toddler 
son. Without entering melodrama, 
we watch them work through 
every a-bomb life drops on them; 
emotionally and visually, Rust and 
Bone is absolutely beautiful.
Additional Screenings: Saturday, 
October 6 @ 3:15 p.m. (Empire 
Granville 7)
Antiviral
(Canada/USA, 2012, 112 mins, Dir. Brandon 
Cronenberg)
In a dystopic 2012, celebrity excess has evolved into something far 
more freakish. Syd March (Caleb 
Landry Jones) works for a clinic that 
harvests and sells viruses celebrities 
obtain to obsessive fans. March 
has been smuggling out diseases 
through his own body and selling 
replicas illegally, but when he 
becomes infected with the beautiful 
idol Hannah Geist’s (Sarah Gadon) 
latest illness, he’s only got so 
much time before this one actually 
consumes him. Cronenberg’s debut 
feature starts off slow, but once it 
kicks up we see his father’s left him 
with a delightfully twisted sense of 
humour, and the skills to create an 
incredibly original world. Not for 
the squeamish!
In theatres on October 12
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German bishops 
enforce religious tax
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
In Germany, there was recently a new bishops’ 
decree stating that all 
Catholics who refuse to pay 
the Church tax will, among 
other things, no longer be 
able to receive the sacra-
ments of Holy Communion, 
Penance, Confirmation, and 
Extreme Unction (unless in 
danger of death). Needless 
to say, there has been a bit 
of an uproar over the an-
nouncement.
When I first heard 
about it, I was a bit shocked. 
With the Church still suffer-
ing from numerous cases of 
sexual abuse, and hundreds 
of thousands leaving each 
year, it seems like a poor 
time to bring up a money-
grabbing scheme. But then I 
thought about how this isn’t 
horribly out of place for the 
Church. Who can possibly 
forget the infamous cor-
ruption that existed when 
Catholics could buy indul-
gences and essentially book 
a ticket to heaven? With that 
in mind, this current decree 
almost sounds reasonable. 
However, upon further 
investigation into the mat-
ter, I don’t understand what 
all the hubbub is about. The 
tax has existed since 1803. 
Until now, Catholics who 
failed to pay the tax ended 
up excommunicated from 
the Church. Under the new 
decree, while for all intents 
and purposes they are ex-
communicated, no one is 
formally kicked out. Per-
haps I’m just a Westerner 
who is failing to understand 
the culture, but it seems like 
this announcement should, 
if anything, be taken as a 
good thing. 
It should be noted that 
this tax does not exist solely 
for Catholics, nor is it re-
stricted to Germany. In Ger-
many, Jews and Protestants 
face an identical tax as the 
Catholics. Similarly, Swit-
zerland, Sweden, Austria, 
Denmark, Italy, and several 
other countries also have 
religious taxes in place. At 
this point, I was searching 
for a reason why Germany 
was the only one being 
roasted over their forced 
religious contributions, so I 
took a peek at the numbers. 
Germans pay between eight 
and nine per cent. Sweden, 
on the other hand, only 
pays up to two per cent (for 
the purpose of this article, 
the number will be left at 
1.5). The kicker, however, 
is that Germans pay that 
percentage on their income 
tax amount, while Swedes 
are paying 1.5 per cent on 
their entire income. Based 
on earnings of €50,000 a 
year at 20 per cent, a Ger-
man would pay €10,000 in 
income tax and €800-€900 in 
Church tax. A Swede, on the 
other hand, would end up 
with €750 in Church taxes. 
There doesn’t seem to be a 
staggeringly massive dif-
ference between those two 
figures.
With the fact estab-
lished that Germany is not 
unique in its levying of 
religious taxes, the criticism 
lies in whether the practice 
should exist at all. Granted, 
I am speaking from a North 
American point of view, 
but I don’t feel they are 
necessary. It seems like a 
much better system is hav-
ing churches simply take a 
collection at each service. 
Those who want to contrib-
ute large sums of money 
can, and those who wish to 
toss in a dollar or two are 
free to do so as well. Either 
way, the money received 
is willingly given, free of 
coercion. Doesn’t that seem 
to fit religion better? People 
don’t belong to religion 
because they have to; they 
belong because they want 
to. A religious tax is like 
volunteering for a charity 
and then being beaten with 
a stick until you donate to 
the cause.
Coming full circle, the 
fact that the tax exists isn’t 
the major issue. Catholics 
have traditionally donated 
approximately 10 per cent 
as a tithe to the Church any-
way. The threat of “pay up 
or be virtually excommuni-
cated” is the real problem, 
and perhaps should be re-
considered.
People don’t belong to religion 
because they have to; they 
belong because they want 
to. A religious tax is like 
volunteering for a charity and 
then being beaten with a stick 
until you donate to the cause.
Praying on Catholics
15
Opinionswww.theotherpress.ca
Gay and lesbian 
challenges
By Dominic Dutt & Lex 
Woochuk, Contributors
The Pride Community here at Douglas College 
attempts to build a society 
that is willing to accept 
gays and lesbians as human 
beings who are capable of 
love and are no different 
from their peers.
Society imposes certain 
expectations on people, 
including the expectation 
to be straight instead of 
queer. It becomes quite 
complicated when someone 
realizes they are gay or 
lesbian. This makes it 
harder for someone who is a 
queer, because it’s not what 
their peers expect them to 
be.  
“I like to embrace the 
term Spread Love, Not 
Hate, as it encompasses 
this positive attitude to 
encourage acceptance,” 
says Lex Woochuk, the 
Douglas Students’ Union 
Pride Liaison for the 
Pride Community. The 
members of the Douglas 
Pride Community may not 
always have opportunities 
to express themselves in a 
safe environment. Because 
of this, it is one of the top 
priorities when planning 
Pride events to allow 
for plenty of inclusive 
fun and expression. Last 
summer, several Douglas 
College students, including 
Woochuck, walked in the 
Pride Parade to represent 
the New Westminster 
Douglas Students’ Union 
Pride Community. “It was a 
wonderful experience,” says 
Woochuk.
A hard part of being 
queer is dealing with 
potential familial upset. 
One always wants to be 
loved and accepted, but 
support may not always be 
possible with some families’ 
values. Having to choose 
between the love of one’s 
family and one’s partner is 
a prevalent problem. The 
Pride Community is aware 
of this common lack of 
understanding. They are 
available to support gays 
and lesbians, including their 
families, who may be going 
through this phase.
As society progresses 
towards a more inclusive 
mentality, it is important 
to continue infusing the 
evolution with positivity, 
rather than abrasive 
pessimism. A large 
challenge for those who 
aren’t heterosexual is facing 
unfair treatment because of 
their group membership. 
The possibility of being 
discriminated against 
or even facing an act of 
violence just because of 
their sexual preferences is 
common.
“A person who may not 
be straight often is subjected 
to a persona which may 
not exceed, say, ‘gay,’ and 
the schematic associations 
therein. I am a lesbian, yes, 
but I have other oddities. 
I am a left-handed person 
with an allergy to peanuts. 
It is seldom in a person’s 
interest to be reduced to 
one phrase. We are complex 
creatures with many facets,” 
says Lex Woochuk.
You can contact 
Woochuk for more 
information by email at 
lexwoochuk@gmail.com. 
The Pride Room is located 
in the Douglas Students’ 
Union Building (DSU) in 
room 328, located on the 
second floor.
Spread love, not hate
Risks are possible 
when we have a good 
plan
By Glauce Fleury, 
Contributor
Have you ever thought about how an 
experience can change 
you? I’ve done that often, 
and being an international 
student at Douglas College 
is part of it. In the fall of 
2005, I came to Vancouver 
to attend an ESL program 
and ideas started to pop 
up. In two months, I 
made friends all over the 
world—some of them, I 
now consider to be my best. 
Moreover, I learned a lot 
about other cultures and 
practiced tolerance every 
day in this multicultural 
society. How could I still be 
the same person?
Back in Brazil, my 
homeland, I tried to adjust 
to my old life, but I missed 
a more open-minded 
environment. I wanted to 
be among foreign people 
with different backgrounds, 
and to share experiences. 
I needed something more. 
I had changed, but my 
environment was still the 
same and I didn’t know 
what to do. I didn’t have a 
backup plan.
Five years went by 
and Canada was still on 
my mind, so I started 
thinking of coming back to 
pursue higher education. 
As I had majored in 
journalism, one possibility 
was to study writing 
so I would have more 
knowledge and experience 
writing in English. I was 
researching programs 
when, in the beginning 
of 2011, I was promoted 
to Communications 
Coordinator. I accepted. 
My days were now full of 
meetings and events, and 
I didn’t have time to write 
a single paragraph. I was 
unhappy.
On my vacation, I 
visited a few colleges in 
Ontario and BC and here, 
at Douglas, I found the 
perfect program for me. 
I was faced with one of 
my biggest challenges: I 
had been working for 11 
years at the same company, 
where I improved a 
lot my communication 
skills, but where I was 
unhappy. I felt lost. I could 
have seen that moment 
negatively, complaining and 
whining, but I wouldn’t 
have benefitted from this 
behavior.
Then, I remembered an 
old book called Who Moved 
My Cheese?, a tale about 
adjusting our behaviour 
towards change. When we 
see changes coming, we 
have to move with them 
instead of waiting for 
some miracle to give us 
back everything we had. 
Change happens all the 
time, whether we are ready 
or not. With this in mind, I 
resigned from my job, took 
the TOEFL test, and applied 
for a seat in the Print 
Futures program.
I decided to think 
positively. Although some 
people were shocked by my 
decision—I left the boss’ 
position, status, and money 
to be a mere student—I was 
surprisingly happy. When 
I got the acceptance letter, 
I sold almost all my stuff, 
found a new family for my 
ten-year old boxer, Gordon, 
and came to Canada.
My decision was made 
from a very honest need 
to pursue something new. 
Life is about taking risks, 
and it is totally possible 
to do this safely. We just 
need a good plan, a bit of 
courage, and an open heart. 
Changes don’t affect just the 
environment. They make us 
different too. It’s our job to 
use these changes to become 
someone better, taking 
opportunities in pursuit 
of success. My definition 
of success is “being happy 
with our choices,” because 
they define the existence or 
absence of happiness. Every 
day, I choose to be happy.
The good side of the changes
Photo courtesy of  www.memphisflyer.com
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I’m so over over-the-top 
marriage proposals
By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
Not to be a party pooper, but I’m 
getting really sick of all 
these great big, elaborate 
marriage proposals that 
are produced, performed, 
and posted online. You 
know, the videos that you 
stumble across every once 
in a while that advertise 
“Best Marriage Proposal 
Ever!” or “Barbershop 
Quartet Proposal!” You 
click on them out of morbid 
curiosity and a faint hope 
that she’ll say ‘no’ just for 
entertainment value. In 
these videos, everyone 
always cries, they say yes, 
and they present what 
seems to be the new thing 
in marriage proposals: 
extravagance.
I’ll grant that these 
proposals aren’t as 
objectionable as the 
disturbing trend of faking 
your own death before 
proposing. One Russian 
man set up a dramatic car 
crash scene where he posed 
dead before popping the 
question to his hysterical 
girlfriend. The man behind 
the plan, Alexey Bykov, 
stated that “I wanted her 
to realize how empty her 
life would be without me 
and how life would have no 
meaning without me.”
Obviously the 
extravagant proposals are 
preferable to the psychotic 
ones, but does anyone 
else think they’re equally 
manipulative? Even if the 
happy couple has discussed 
their plans to get hitched, 
it’s possible that one of 
them could be pretending, 
or unaware of their 
feelings until the proposal 
comes blaring down the 
tracks. Then, if you say 
no after your possible 
fiancé-to-be has proposed 
via barbershop quartet, 
flashmob, or extreme-
choreographed-lip-sync, 
you look like the biggest 
bitch on the planet because 
he obviously loves you and 
you can’t put aside your 
reservations for just one 
lifetime and say yes. 
Truly, you’re stuck. 
Especially with all these 
smiling, out-of-breath 
friends, family, and 
professional performers 
staring at you expectantly. 
Everyone will think this 
elaborate performance is 
somehow demonstrative of 
love and affection. It seems 
like proposals have gotten 
to be a competition: who 
can make their loved one 
cry the soonest, who can 
put together the biggest, 
most bamboozling proposal. 
After a certain point, it’s 
not even a demonstration 
of love. It’s not personal, 
endearing, or heartfelt.
I recently watched a 
video of this guy proposing, 
and the whole thing felt 
so insincere. As if he 
had studied other mega-
proposals to ensure that 
his was the best one. I 
know everyone plans the 
proposal, but with him it 
felt really contrived. I think 
that feeling of artifice is 
what puts me off of the 
whole extravagant proposal 
thing. You have to plan it all 
out and get the right people 
at the right place at the right 
time and force everything 
to go well. It becomes a 
story about you—as in 
singular, you who planned 
the proposal—rather than 
a joint experience that led 
to your joint life together. 
God forbid any part of the 
performance should go 
wrong, lest the reviews be 
less than stellar.
True, you decide that 
you want to propose, and 
you plan when and how 
to do it, but after a certain 
point the sincerity is lost 
and all you’re left with is a 
circus. 
By Joel MacKenzie, 
Staff Writer
Recently, a study was released in the journal 
Food and Chemical Toxicology 
showing mice that had 
developed massive tumours 
as a result of being fed 
genetically modified 
corn. For two years, a 
varying percentage of 
the mice’s diets consisted 
of corn modified to be 
resistant to glyphosate, 
a chemical marketed by 
Monsanto under the name 
Roundup. While the study’s 
methodologies and motives 
have been questioned, it did 
raise important concerns 
about the use of genetic 
modification for the sake 
of human beings. The Other 
Press interviewed Douglas 
College students to gather 
opinions about this issue.
Many are against the 
use of genetically modified 
food and animals, seeing 
the process as unnatural. 
Jenna Miles would “rather 
[food] not be genetically 
modified... it could 
introduce things into 
your body that probably 
shouldn’t be in there in 
the first place.” Kayla 
Steinman doesn’t “agree 
with experimentation on 
animals. At all.” Animals, 
she argues, “shouldn’t 
be brought up for 
experimentation... if the rest 
of the body gets used, fine, 
but not just for science.” 
She sees other animals as 
being too similar to humans 
to justify raising them for 
experimentation: “wWould 
you want to be bred for 
science?” Carly de Moissac 
and Renée Naidel both 
agree that it is unnatural. 
Naidel added that foods 
like the “prapple” (a cross 
between a pear and an 
apple) shouldn’t exist: 
“iIf they were meant to be 
together, they would be 
together.” Rajvinder Mrock 
argues that what goes into 
the genetic modification 
of plants and animals “in 
the long run” goes into us, 
making it unacceptable.
Some were indifferent 
to the process, or saw it 
as necessary for the sake 
of scientific advancement. 
Toby Zhang admits that 
when it comes to modifying 
food or animals for the 
sake of the earth, “I don’t 
really care.” In regards to 
testing genetically modified 
foods, he responded that 
“someone has to test that.” 
To me, genetic 
modification is a prime 
example of how humans 
have asserted their power 
over animals, and of the 
lengths we will go to 
separate ourselves from the 
earth that we belong to and 
depend on. It’s unnatural 
because it’s changing what 
has naturally evolved to 
exist on the earth, and it’s 
too dangerous to be used on 
a large scale, as we have no 
way of testing the long-term 
effects.
When done to solve 
environmental problems, 
or for the sake of efficiency, 
genetic modification is 
simply too risky. It could 
stop diseases and reduce 
carbon emissions, which 
would be amazing feats, 
but . bBefore we resort to 
changing genetics to clean 
up these problems, we 
should focus our efforts 
on ways to reduce their 
causes, which we are 
directly related to. Similarly, 
before resorting to genetic 
modification for efficiency, 
we should focus our 
technology on advancing 
the way food is produced.
I refuse to believe 
that genetic modification 
is the best solution to 
the efficiency and the 
environmental problems we 
are facing in our society. We 
need increased awareness 
or consideration of the 
long-term consequences 
our actions are having on 
the earth, lest we reach a 
point at which we run out 
of remedies.
An extravagant proposal
Photo courtesy of  www.womanfirst.net
Is genetic modification necessary or appropriate?
…genetic modification is a prime example of how humans have 
asserted their power over animals, and of the lengths we will go to 
separate ourselves from the earth that we belong to and depend on. 
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By Karen Aney, The 
Cascade (University of the 
Fraser Valley)
ABBOTSFORD (CUP) — 
I’ve taken a few psychology 
classes in my day. It’s a 
by-product of a complete 
and total unwillingness to 
actually finish my degree 
and become an adult. In 
any case, I’ve learned a 
few different methods of 
psychological analysis. I 
find most of them, quite 
frankly, are complete crap.
Dream analysis? As 
if my night-time visions 
of Channing Tatum mean 
anything about my psyche? 
Come on!
I will admit that 
trudging through life 
without any aid to 
comprehending yourself 
or your fellow humans 
is a perilous idea at best. 
How are you supposed to 
understand what kind of 
person someone is if you 
don’t have some simple 
way to analyze the deep 
reaches of their soul?
So, to those of you 
who haven’t taken any 
psychology and don’t spend 
your time quoting Jung and 
Freud, here’s what I do: if 
I want to figure out what 
kind of person someone 
is, I look no further than 
their Kraft Dinner (KD) 
habits. Yes, I feel that 
these heavenly tubes of 
synthetically cheesy, fake 
orangey goodness are truly 
the windows to our inner 
selves.
Before you laugh, let’s 
pause to think about it for 
a minute. It’s pretty much 
the great equalizer: do you 
know anyone who hasn’t 
had Kraft Dinner? Even 
culinary Luddites have 
probably made it, and it’s 
economical enough that no 
one omits it from their diet 
based on price. It’s pretty 
ubiquitous.
As such it’s a great 
standard for analyzing 
people.
Here’s an example 
using my dating life. In 
a misguided search for 
affection in high school, I 
may or may not have dated 
the older brother of one of 
my best friends (note to 
readers: don’t do this. It’s 
not worth it). He was a bit 
of a tool (he did date one of 
his little sister’s best friends, 
after all), but he was out 
of high school and, like, 
totally super cool—but in 
retrospect I should have 
been scared away by his 
Kraft dinner habits.
His preparation method 
was to put everything in 
one pot (noodles, milk, 
questionable cheese 
powder, butter, salt and 
some water), then cover the 
pot with a lid, throw it on 
high, and leave it until it 
boiled over in a congealed, 
crusty mess. He’d then eat 
it out of the pot with a fork. 
Huh?
It should come as no 
surprise that he was too 
lazy to read instructions, 
never cleaned up 
after himself, and was 
unequivocally stupid. Stop 
judging me, please. I was 
17, and he had a car and 
could buy liquor.
As a parallel, my 
current sidekick has only 
made KD around me once. 
It was when I was laid up 
with a back injury and 
couldn’t stand up long 
enough to get myself a glass 
of water.
He made it to my 
exacting specifications (get 
rid of some noodles, use 
only a little bit of butter, 
and add more milk than 
is strictly necessary). This 
proves a couple things: one, 
he listens to me when I tell 
him what to do—or maybe 
it means that he respects 
me or something. Two, 
he’s honest enough about 
his faults to acknowledge 
that the cooking of even 
something so simple as 
Kraft Dinner is best left to 
me. The combination has 
worked for us; we’ve been 
together for seven years.
There are many more 
aspects to this tool for 
analysis: does the subject 
eat it out of the pot, or 
transfer it to a bowl? This 
has obvious implications 
into their time management 
skills; if they’d rather do 
two dishes than one they 
clearly have too much time 
on their hands. Do they 
always mix it with a can 
of chili? This could mean 
a few things—maybe they 
have some weird fart fetish. 
Stay away. Do they put one 
noodle on each fork tine 
before consumption?
This likely alludes to a 
lack of a hobby (translation: 
these people are stage-one 
clingers). Do they use a 
noodle to slurp the milk 
out of the spoon? Are they 
strictly a spiral person? Do 
they get the creepy flavours 
that get released every now 
and then (sundried tomato, 
I’m looking at you)?
Yes, I’ve given you two 
small examples, but I urge 
you to use this analysis tool 
in your daily lives, readers. 
And, as I learned with that 
high school boyfriend of 
mine, don’t ignore what 
the Kraft Dinner habits tell 
you. KD doesn’t lie, kids. It 
doesn’t lie.
Who needs Freud when you’ve got Kraft Dinner?
Freud-a-roni and cheese
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Sports.
: is it so bad to bench?
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
In sports, some players are better than others. 
As a result, certain players 
will get more playing time 
than others. And because 
of that, it is inevitable that 
some players will end up on 
the bench. This is a fact of 
competitive sports.
I’m not talking about 
little 10-year-old kids 
running around playing 
soccer here, or even a U-16 
bronze squad. I’m talking 
about the top levels. Of 
course a kid in recreational 
soccer is going to want to 
play instead of sitting on 
the bench. And he should 
play. But when it comes to 
serious athletes, there can 
be no complaints about 
wherever the coach sticks 
you.
Moving away from rec 
sports, where the objective 
is to have fun, college sports 
are about winning. Colleges 
give out scholarships and 
recruit players so that 
they can win. You don’t 
get an extra point in the 
standings for making every 
player leave the field with 
a smile on. You get points 
when your squad produces 
results. It doesn’t matter 
who does it, just so long 
as it gets done. It’s a harsh 
reality, but it’s true.
If you make a team 
that you tried out for, 
great. Good for you. But 
don’t expect minutes to 
get handed to you on a 
silver platter. Making a 
team doesn’t mean you’re 
guaranteed playing time. 
Coaches will play whoever 
they think their strongest 
players are, and put in 
appropriate substitutes 
when the game calls for 
it. While it’s unfortunate 
if a player doesn’t see the 
field, there’s nothing wrong 
with it. Work harder to 
get noticed by the coach. 
Figure out what you can do 
to stand out and find your 
way into the lineup. It’s not 
true in every case, but if a 
player is consistently riding 
the bench, it can be his own 
fault.
However, in youth 
sports, I’m strongly against 
benching players. I don’t 
care if it’s a U-14 gold team 
or a U-18 metro squad. The 
goal of any youth program, 
competitive or not, is to 
develop the players. How 
can a kid develop if he’s not 
getting any playing time? 
There’s only so much one 
can experience in practice. 
Game situations are where 
one truly grows as a player.
I’ve seen some 
disgusting examples of 
coaching in my time in 
sports. Thirteen-year-olds 
glued to the bench because 
the coach thinks he’s 
playing for the World Cup, 
rather than a gold-painted 
lead medal. It’s sickening. 
That’s not to say there aren’t 
cases where players really 
don’t deserve to play (if 
they’re just a passenger on 
the squad, not putting in 
an honest effort), but in the 
majority of situations, it’s 
absolutely inexcusable to 
carve out a permanent spot 
on the sidelines for a player.
There’s no place 
for ignoring players in 
competitive youth sports. 
However, if you’re in 
college, are a perennial 
bench warmer, and don’t 
like it, do something about 
it. Either pick it up or shut 
up. That’s just how it is, and 
how it has to be.  
Benching players not beneficial for anyone 
By Josh Martin, 
Sports Editor
Last weekend, I watched a soccer match and 
couldn’t help but feel 
sympathetic towards a 
player that sat the entire 
game. There he was: sitting 
on the bench as a substitute 
player, waiting for his name 
to be called to play in the 
game.
But it never came.
His team battled back 
from behind in the second 
half in a valiant effort, tied 
it, and then eventually 
scored another goal to take 
home the win. When the 
game ended, he walked 
over towards his parents—
who were there to support 
him—and exchanged some 
words, looking visibly 
upset. I asked him how he 
was doing and he replied, 
“Well, I haven’t played all 
year.”
At that point, there had 
already been five games. 
That’s five games that this 
player has gone to in hopes 
of playing, but instead rode 
the bench.
I don’t know the entire 
story and relationship 
between the player and the 
coach, but when you see 
that in college soccer, it’s 
just sad. If there is a tryout 
process and a team is made, 
then everyone should get 
the opportunity to play. I 
understand if the athletes 
are professionally playing 
in an elite league, but when 
you see guys at the college 
level being benched the 
whole game and not even 
getting a shot, it seems like 
you should have just saved 
them the trouble and not 
allowed them on the team.  
Everyone wants to 
participate, everyone wants 
to be included, and if you 
make the team then you 
should be assured you are 
going to be playing. Zero 
games played out of five is 
unacceptable.
“Everyone has a role on 
the team,” is just an excuse 
for coaches to abuse their 
players in whatever way 
they want. In this situation, 
I guess this player’s role 
would be to warm up the 
bench. Great philosophy. 
There’s only so much one 
can do in practice to prove 
they’re ready to play in a 
game. You have to give that 
player some playing time 
in an actual game, even if 
it is just five minutes, or 
how else are they going to 
improve?
So why doesn’t the 
player just quit? Well, it’s a 
lot more complicated than 
that. 
Being a part of a team is 
an honor. You walk around 
the halls with your head 
held high and your chest 
puffed out. These athletes 
are respected among the 
school community just for 
being a part of the team. 
Whether you’re a sports 
fan or not, these athletes 
represent you. With that 
on the line of the decision, 
along with pride, it makes 
the decision extremely 
difficult. No one is going 
to give all that up because 
they’re not getting enough 
playing time in games, no 
matter how difficult the 
situation. 
Photo courtesy of www.theboringrunner.com
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By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer 
There is a terrible malady that plagues athletes 
of all sports. It targets a 
specific part of the player 
population and can have a 
devastating effect on one’s 
season. I’m not referring to 
the more common hockey 
ailment, Markus Näslund 
syndrome (a.k.a playoff 
choking). Instead, I’m 
speaking of the infamous 
sophomore slump. And the 
unfortunate victim this year 
is Cam Newton.
While his yardage totals 
have looked fine (303, 253, 
242) through the first three 
games, Newton hasn’t been 
up to par. The interception 
column is currently about 
as attractive as the prospect 
of having Jimmy Clausen 
as your starting QB. With 
five picks through three 
games, Newton is on pace 
for almost 27 interceptions; 
that’s Brett Favre territory. 
Newton’s only good 
game this year (as of this 
writing) was against the 
Saints. But let’s face it, 
who doesn’t have a good 
game against that New 
Orleans “defense.” With 
the Saints game taken out 
of the equation, Newton’s 
QB rating drops to a 61.95, 
his passing percentage 
dips to 61.9%, and he’d 
have 545 yards through 
the air, five interceptions, 
one touchdown, five sacks, 
and a mere 10 yards on 
the ground with a lone 
TD. These aren’t exactly 
superstar numbers. And 
they certainly aren’t what 
anyone was expecting from 
the second-year pro.
The audible clapping 
noise heard every Sunday 
is the sound of Newton 
fantasy football owners 
facepalming like there’s no 
tomorrow.
While expectations 
were probably a bit too high 
for Newton coming into the 
season, he should be doing 
better than this. Before the 
year started, I had Carolina 
pegged for a playoff team, 
with injuries the only thing 
that could really derail 
them. Surprisingly, it’s 
Newton that’s weighing 
them down, and if they 
want a shot at the post-
season, he’d better figure it 
out fast.
Moving on, Reggie 
Bush has carried his 
remarkable form from last 
season into this year. The 
USC alumni was in the top 
five for rushing yards after 
week three, despite sitting 
out the second half with a 
minor knee injury. Bush has 
continued to show that he’s 
not just a five to 10 carry a 
game scatback, and he 
can, in fact, run 
between 
the tackles and grind out 
yards. He’s always had the 
knock on him in the NFL 
that he’d never amount 
to anything more than a 
luxury out of the backfield, 
and it’s great to see him 
prove his detractors wrong. 
While it’s true that he is 
benefitting from having 
a rookie QB in Tannehill 
(constant dump passes), 
Bush has two talented 
early draft picks sitting 
behind him on the depth 
chart, and they’ve seen 
almost no action this year. 
The coaching staff believes 
in him, and Reggie is 
delivering the goods.
The Monday Nighter 
between Green Bay and 
Seattle was an absolute 
disgrace. There were 
numerous penalties all 
over the field that made no 
sense. One of my favourites 
was the Oscar-winning 
performance by Sidney Rice 
down the sideline for a pass 
interference call. However, 
the major issue was the 
final play of the game. The 
Seahawks 
tossed 
up a Hail Mary 
to Golden Tate and Green 
Bay picked it off. Or at 
least that’s what the world 
saw. According to the refs, 
Tate managed to secure 
possession while M.D. 
Jennings had it tucked 
against his chest. As a 
direct result of the play, 
Seattle won the game. Mind 
boggling. And, as if that 
wasn’t bad enough, Tate 
committed an act of blatant 
offensive pass interference 
just before the ball arrived, 
shoving Sam Shields with 
two hands to the ground 
before going up for the 
“catch.”
The good news from 
all this? The real refs are 
back, and no one should 
be surprised. After all the 
blunders that have gone 
on this season, the NFL’s 
refereeing situation was 
becoming a very public 
embarrassment. They 
couldn’t afford not to bring 
the pros back, so they bit 
the bullet and paid them the 
extra $5 a game or whatever 
the amount was. What’s 
a few thousand to these 
moneybag owners anyway? 
Cam Newton comes down to earth
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By Josh Martin, 
Sports Editor
“Great save, Cloutier!” He’s 
back! The goaltender that 
so many of us have fond 
memories of—or rather, 
none of us have.
Dan Cloutier has been 
hired by the Canucks as a 
goaltending consultant to 
take on the role as a mentor 
for the goaltenders in the 
Canucks development 
system. Even though the 
Canucks already have 
a goalie coach, Rollie 
Melanson, they feel they 
need the grade-A calibre 
advice that Cloutier brings 
to the game as well. The 
same goalie who was 
infamously scored on from 
centre ice by Nick Lidstrom 
in a playoff game. Yes, 
he will be a “goaltender 
consultant,” but what does 
that actually mean? 
It seems to be the 
easiest thing to do for 
retired professional athletes, 
specifically ex-NHL players, 
to fall back into the game 
and bathe in the benefits, 
with Cloutier being the 
latest to do this. His job 
will be giving advice to up-
and-coming goaltenders 
entering their careers, 
because apparently Cloutier 
has “been through it all.” 
He was a starting goalie, 
a back-up goalie, a pulled 
goalie, a fighter, and a 
goalie that “couldn’t stop 
a beach volleyball.” Mr. 
Cloutier has seen it all—
except glory. But apparently 
if you were an athlete at 
some point in your life, jobs 
are just easier to come by. 
The Sportsnet and 
TSN networks hire retired 
players all the time who 
wouldn’t necessarily qualify 
for the job. However, they 
bring the ex-NHL player 
factor to their resume and 
suddenly they’re in front of 
a camera. That’s all it takes 
for ex-athletes. Otherwise, 
it would require a degree 
and years of schooling. Just 
look at Nick Kypreos, who 
was a fourth-line player 
for his entire career. His 
reputation as a hockey 
analyst on Sportsnet is 
tarnished. I often wonder 
how a guy like this could 
even possibly be allowed 
to talk in front of a camera. 
Former Canucks coach 
Marc Crawford is another 
example who worked on 
TSN as a commentator and 
a hockey analyst while in-
between jobs. Watching 
Crawford and his high-
pitched voice making 
remarks on how well the 
Canucks were doing—years 
after he got canned by the 
organization—was quite the 
sight.
The appeal of a former 
professional athlete is far 
greater than someone who 
went to school for sports 
science or journalism. The 
general public is more 
interested in watching 
someone that they’re 
already familiar with, even 
if it was cheering for them 
on a sports team, rather 
than a fresh face.
Mr. Cloutier, I hope 
you enjoy your new career 
at 35, after having retired 
four years ago. It will be 
a strenuous task to give 
advice to goaltenders 
coming into the eternal 
world of leisure and money. 
Congratulations and good 
luck. 
Join the club, Cloutier
By Josh Martin, 
Sports Editor
It’s that time of year again! The leaves are 
starting to fall off the 
trees and Thanksgiving 
is just around the corner, 
which means volleyball 
season! The Royals men’s 
volleyball team is coming 
off a very successful year 
after having won the 
PACWEST provincial 
title. This season, they’re 
looking like a more 
balanced team rather than 
a two-man show, after 
losing some key players at 
last season’s end. 
“With Jeff [Taylor] 
gone and also Dawson 
[Kaleb Dawe] we have 
more of a balanced attack 
instead of just tossing it 
up to Jeff the giant. We’re 
spreading the sets around 
more and hitting left side, 
right side, pipes, middles, 
and all around. All four 
guys,” said Lucas DeCoste 
who recently made the 
switch to the Douglas 
College men’s volleyball 
team after playing for 
two years with the men’s 
basketball team. DeCoste 
will join a team that looks 
to repeat as PACWEST 
Provincial champions and 
hopefully go on to win 
Nationals this year.
“There were a number 
of factors [in switching to 
the volleyball team], one 
of them being I knew some 
guys on the volleyball 
team and I wanted to play 
volleyball straight out 
of high school. But our 
volleyball team in high 
school wasn’t all that great 
compared to our basketball 
team. So having a more 
competitive basketball 
team, I decided to play 
basketball first year. 
“I came out and had 
a good summer training 
camp and made the 
switch.”
The Royals begin 
their season with back-to-
back games against the 
Capilano Blues on Friday 
October 12 and October 
13. The women’s team will 
face the Blues at Capilano 
on Friday at 6 p.m. and 
will head home for the 
home opener at 6 p.m. on 
Saturday. The men’s team 
will be facing the Blues at 
8 p.m. on both Friday and 
Saturday. 
The men’s soccer team 
tied the Kwantlen Eagles 
on Saturday 1–1, and then 
beat them on Sunday by 
a score of 2–0. They are 
currently second in the 
standings with 17 points, 
behind the VIU Mariners 
who are sitting in first 
position with 18 points. 
Next weekend they’ll face 
the TRU Timberwolves on 
Saturday at 3 p.m. and the 
UBCO Heat on Sunday at 2 
p.m., both games at home. 
The women’s soccer 
team tied the Eagles this 
past Saturday 1–1 and then 
tied them again on Sunday 
0–0. They are in seventh 
position in the standings 
with seven points. They 
will face the Timberwolves 
this Saturday at 1 p.m. and 
the Heat on Sunday at 12 
p.m. in Coquitlam. 
Royals Roundup
Dan Cloutier | Photo courtesy of www.grind365.com
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Humour.
Capricorn
(12/22-1/19)
Now would be a good time to 
pitch that brilliant new idea to 
your boss. You better do it in 
the morning, however, because 
a house will fly right into your 
workplace in the afternoon.
Aquarius 
(1/20-2/18)
When you get good vibrations, 
be sure to invite others to feel 
the vibration. It really is such a 
pleasing sensation, so sayeth the 
great philosopher Marky Mark.
Pisces
(2/19-3/20)
You need to open yourself up 
to new possibilities. Your house 
always needed a makeover and 
with the kitchen vaporized due 
to some... sun, there’s no time 
like the present!   
Aries
(3/21-4/19)
The future holds many exciting 
things for you! For example, did 
you know that you’ll soon be 
flying to Berlin to stand on trial 
for first-degree murder?
Taurus
(4/20-5/20)
You’re feeling pretty conservative 
today. I suppose one would be, 
after seeing that naked chocolate 
twister orgy on your front lawn.
Gemini
(5/21-6/21)
Today, your point of view will 
be shifted to second person. Did 
I mention that you are now in 
a Choose Your Own Adventure 
book? Let’s hope you make it to 
the good ending!
Cancer
(6/22-7/22)
Your financial situation is in need 
of immediate attention after last 
night’s drunken eBay purchases. 
Remember that you can always 
sell yourself for rent money. 
Have a good hangover! 
Leo
(7/23-8/22)
You need help being patient. 
Why don’t you become a fan 
of Dr.Dre? His Detox album is 
scheduled to come out a decade 
from now. Have fun waiting.
Virgo
(8/23-9/22)
You have way too many Beanie 
Babies. Why don’t you just give 
then to Goodwill? The chances 
of them making a comeback are 
slimmer than Ty Inc.’s current 
profit margins.
Libra
(9/23-10/22)
Your romantic partner has a list 
of complaints about you. First 
of all, you never fetch them a 
newspaper and matching drink 
when they get home. By the way, 
at some point you time travelled 
to the 1960s.
Scorpio
(10/23-11/21)
Conflicting ideas are causing 
stress everywhere you go. 
The companies want to build 
a shopping mall on top of a 
neighbouring duck pond, but 
the suburbanites want to save 
the duck pond for the suburban 
heritage. Which side will you 
take?
Sagittarius 
(11/22-12/21)
An idea is like a revolutionary 
invention. You make that idea 
happen and a bunch of other 
people will come by to claim that 
they thought of it first.
With files from Livia Turnbull
Dear Aunt Agony,
I NEED HELP ON COMPARE AND CONTRAST. NEED TWO 
GAMES, COULD BE ANYTHING, SPORTS, BOARD, OR VIDEO. 
PLEASE HELP.
Sincerely, 
CAPS LOCK KEY BROKEN
Dear CAPS LOCK KEY BROKEN,
Compare and contrast can be difficult if you don’t know anything 
about basic English grammar. However, I have a suggestion: why 
don’t you compare and contrast Fallout: New Vegas with The Most 
Dangerous Game? Thinking about the similarities of those two games 
are sure to get your neurons firing away!
Sincerely, 
Aunt Agony
Dear Aunt Agony, 
The Twilight series had a better ending than Mass Effect 3. Discuss.
Sincerely, 
Old Memes are Not Funny
Dear Old Memes are Not Funny,
How am I supposed to respond to this? It’s not even a question. 
Furthermore, would people please stop bringing up video games into 
every question? I don’t understand these references at all.
Sincerely, 
Aunt Agony
Dear Aunt Agony,
What should I do with a broken arm? I’m in a lot of pain and I don’t 
know what to do. Help!
Sincerely, 
Go to a Hospital
Dear Go to a Hospital,
I have an easy solution. Just go to your local morgue and steal a new 
arm from a corpse. Problem solved.
Sincerely, 
Aunt Agony
With files from Livia Turnbull
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Humourous Hymn 
Dream
Have you ever had a dream where
you’re trying to find a SkyTrain at a
crowded mall when somebody asks 
if you would go to community centre for
two hours in exchange for twenty dollars
Once there, you find out that you’re playing Mrs. Lovett 
in a stage production of Sweeney Todd, but you know none
of the lines and the audience is filled with unknown people.
You’re on stage, hoping these people aren’t fanatics.
Instead of the first line, “A customer!” you say instead
“Are you teaching me to sing, Mr. Todd?”
Awkward silence fills the room and you definitely know
That you’ve done something terribly wrong. Mea Culpa.  
With files from Livia Turnbull
Said the Squid
By Jeff Hollett and Lori-Lee Thomas
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By Jeff Allen, Insane Fox 
Network Executive
It’s official! Clint Eastwood is going to be a late night 
television star! 
Fox Network 
announced last Friday 
that Hollywood icon Clint 
Eastwood, who has starred 
in such films as Pink Cadillac 
and The Rookie, has inked 
a deal to host his own late 
night politically-themed 
talk show for the channel. 
The show’s producer, 
Adolph Gingrich, couldn’t 
be happier about the 
announcement. 
“We’re obviously 
delighted to have someone 
of Clint’s caliber join the Fox 
family. He’s really going 
to bring something new 
to the talk show format.” 
Gingrich actively pursued 
the star for a television deal 
following Eastwood’s well-
received interview with 
President Barack Obama 
at the Republican National 
Convention last month.
“I think Clint is going 
to surprise a lot of people. 
He brings with him the 
credibility and humanity 
of Bill O’Reilly and the 
natural charisma of Rush 
Limbaugh.”
Live with Clint has 
already caused a stir when 
it announced the program’s 
first guests would include 
GOP nominee Mitt 
Romney’s Irish Setter 
Seamus, Osama bin 
Laden, writer Christopher 
Hitchens, and musical 
guest Nicki Minaj. When 
asked how Mr. Eastwood 
was planning to deal with 
the fact that several of his 
guests are no longer living, 
negating part the show’s 
‘live’ moniker, Gingrich 
responded, “Trust me, Clint 
is the king of the absentee 
interviews. The Obama 
administration may take 
the credit for putting a 
bullet in Osama’s brain, but 
Clint will be responsible for 
putting one into his mind. 
This show is traditional, but 
groundbreaking. It’s like 
Merv Griffin inherited John 
Edward’s body. It’s going to 
be very hip.
“Let me be clear when 
I say John Edward. I mean 
the Crossing Over guy, not 
Al Gore’s old running 
mate.” 
When asked about 
comparisons to other talk 
shows with a political slant 
like John Stewart’s The Daily 
Show and The Colbert Report, 
Gingrich replied. “Whoever 
those guys are, Clint is 
definitely going to make 
their day.” 
Although unconfirmed 
at this time, sources close 
to the program say Hank 
Williams Jr. will become 
Clint’s official bandleader, 
and will most likely be used 
in a “Paul Schaffer-type-
capacity.” 
Live with Clint is 
scheduled to premiere 
on October 29 on the Fox 
Broadcasting Network.
Clint Eastwood joins the Fox Network
When asked about comparisons to other talk shows 
with a political slant like John Stewart’s The Daily 
Show and The Colbert Report, Gingrich replied. 
“Whoever those guys are, Clint is definitely going to 
make their day.” 

